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Abstract 
The aim of the present study is to investigate the opinions of parents about the implementation of 4+4+4 education 
system policy start to be implemented in Turkey in 2012-2013 academic years. The parents (n=78) who have 
different professions (academician, primary school teacher, worker, civil servant) formed the study group of the 
present study. The qualitative data were collected in the spring semester of 2012-2013 academic year through a 
semi-structured interview form developed by the researchers. In order to analyze the qualitative data, content-
analysis technique was used. By the end of the study, the participants stated positive and negative sides of the new 
program and generally added that during the implementation of the new program scientific data have not been taken 
into consideration. 
 
© 2014 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
Peer-review under responsibility of the Organizing Committee of CY-ICER 2014. 
Keywords: 4+4+4, professions, school teacher, education system; 
 
1. Introduction 
 
Education systems are extremely important constituents that build a country’s future and serve the purpose 
of training of future generations. Therefore, countries constantly evaluate and develop their education systems 
grounding on the developments, needs and the expectations of the society in education field and in this context they 
revise and review the system to catch up with the changes and innovations in the system (Gürbüztürk, Kasa and 
Ersöz, 2012). It is seen, in this framework, that various decisions related to both primary and higher education levels 
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have recently been observed and put into practice in Turkey. Among these decisions, in accordance with the Primary 
Education and Training Law number 6287 dated 03/30/2012 published in the Official Gazette number 28261 dated 
04/11/2012 period of compulsory education was passed from 8 year to 12 year (compulsory education was 
restructured in the manner that it includes 4 years of primary, 4 years of secondary and 4 years of high school 
education) and that brought forward some new applications along with itself (MEB, 2012) and it still is being 
discussed in various platforms.  
Within this framework, the aim of the present study is to investigate the opinions of parents who have different 
professions (namely, academician, primary school teacher, worker, civil servant) about the implementation of 4+4+4 
education system policy start to implement in Turkey in 2012-2013 academic year. 
 
Method 
When the demographic characteristics of the participants are concerned, the followings are observed: In terms of 
their professions 28 of them were primary teachers, 24 of them were academicians, 16 of them were civil servants 
and 10 of the workers. Concerning of their education levels 4 of them were primary school graduates, 2 of them 
were secondary school graduates, 5 of them were high school graduates, 31 of them were university graduates, 11 of 
them had M.A. degrees and 25 of them had Ph.D. degrees. The study group of the present study was the parents (n= 
78) who have different professions (academician, primary school teacher, worker, civil servant). The qualitative data 
were collected through a semi-structured interview form developed by the researchers in the spring semester of 
2012-2013 academic years. In order to analyze the qualitative data, content-analysis technique was used. 
 
Findings and Discussion 
The findings related to the participants’ opinions about the positive sides, negative sides and the implementation of 
12 year of compulsory education ( 4 +4 +4 ) are presented in Table 1, 2 and 3 
 
Table1. The opinions of participants about the positive sides of 12 years (4+4+4) compulsory education  
Parents’ Professions Opinions 
 
 
 
 
Academicians 
• Primary school and secondary school students get educated in different 
buildings. 
• Children start to school one year earlier. 
• It enables the children to be more conscious and disciplined by starting 
schooling at young ages. 
• It makes vocational education more crucial. 
• It divides the education period into shorter periods, which affect students’ 
performances. 
• It has no positive side. 
 
 
Primary School 
Teachers 
• It is a positive start to increase the quality of education and to increase the 
number of educated people. 
• It makes it possible to start foreign language education at younger ages. 
• It may have positive sides in the future. 
• It has no positive side. 
 
 
Civil Servants 
• It has no positive side.  
• It enables subject teachers to start teaching after the 5th grade. 
• We should wait and see as we will see the effects in the long run and in the 
future. 
• Children will get educated much well. 
• It has positive effects for religious vocational high schools. 
 
Workers 
• It is an improvement for Turkey’s future. 
• Children will get better education. 
• It is a good application for children who are not allowed to go to school. 
 
Participants’ opinions concerning the positive sides of 12-year compulsory education (4+4+4) are presented 
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in Table 1. When Table 1 is analyzed, it can be seen that while participant academicians indicated opinions in the 
areas of educating primary and secondary school students in different buildings, students start to school a year 
earlier, enabling the students to be more conscious and more disciplined by starting schooling earlier, dividing the 
education period into shorter periods which affects students positively; participant teachers stated views on 12 year 
compulsory education as being a positive factor that increases the quality of the education and the number of 
educated people, starting foreign language education earlier, and the fact that positive effects of this implementation 
may be seen in the future (Table 1). When participant civil servants’ opinions regarding the positive sides of 12 year 
compulsory education are observed (see Table 1), it is seen that their opinions were listed as follows: it enables 
subject teachers to start teaching after the 5th grade, they are hopeful that the effects of this implementation can be 
seen in the future, the children will get better education and there can be positive effects for religious vocational 
high schools. In this regard, while participant civil servants point out that 12 year compulsory education has not got 
any positive sides similar to participant academicians and teachers, participant workers believe that 12 year 
compulsory education is a positive development for Turkey’s future, students will get better education and it is a 
benevolent implementation for children who are not allowed to go to school (Table 1). According to research 
findings of Memişoğlu and İsmetoğlu (2013), while administrators state 4+4+4 implementation as a positive and 
beneficial implementation and they drew attention to some deficincies and inaccuracies. What is more, even though 
the administrators approved the divided implementation of the educational period,they emphasized that this division 
should be 5+3+4 and school starting age should be 72 months.     
               
Table2. The opinions of participants’ about the negative sides of 12 years (4+4+4) compulsory education  
Parents’ Professions Opinions 
 
 
 
Academicians 
• Teachers do not have the necessary skills for primary classes. 
• As a good planning and preparation has not been performed for the 
implementation of this, it will affect the quality of teaching and learning process 
negatively. 
• As children start to their education period at an early age in which they are not 
ready in terms of their cognitive and psychomotor developments, its 
psychological effects are and will be seen and observed in the future heavily. 
• It is a political decision or a view is being imposed. 
• As the implementation is not explained thoroughly and completely to the 
public, this does not satisfy the subject specialist educators and the public.. 
 
 
 
Primary School 
Teachers 
• Increasing the number of weekly class hours. 
• Taking the parent’s opinion about students’ passing the class into consideration. 
• Put the implementation into action without adequate planning and preparing the 
necessary physical conditions  
• Granting the class teachers the right to be a subject teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Civil Servants 
• Requirement of a labor force 
• The government is spending money in vain; there is not a rule or a view as 
everyone must go to school.  
• Students who are in different ages are educated in the same classrooms 
• It gives a way for open high schools. 
• Constant change in the system causes a lack of confidence in people and in the 
society. 
• It is better to revise the current education system rather than change the whole 
system. 
• Education system has constantly been changed through trial and error method. 
• As the infrastructure of the new implementation is not ready and adequate, 
parents and students have not understood the implementation precisely. 
 
 
 
• Putting the implementation about the new system into action, without informing 
the public.  
• Inappropriateness of starting schooling at early ages. 
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Workers • Decreasing the quality of education.  
• Alienating children from the school.  
• As children do not have to attend classes after the 4th year, the fact that children 
-particularly girls- will drop the schools and get married.  
• Lack of spare labor force. 
 
The findings related to the opinions of participant academicians, teachers, civil servants and workers on negative 
sides of 12-year compulsory education (4+4+4) are presented in Table 2.  When academicians’ opinions related to 
the negative sides of 12 year old compulsory education (4+4+4) are examined, it can be concluded that participant 
academicians state these facts, as: teachers do not have the necessary skills for primary classes, as a good planning 
and preparation has not been performed for the implementation of this, it will affect the quality of teaching and 
learning process negatively, as children start to their education period at an early age in which they are not ready in 
terms of  their cognitive and psychomotor developments, its psychological effects are and will be seen and observed 
in the future heavily, It is a political decision or a view that is being imposed, as the implementation is not explained 
thoroughly and completely to the public, this does not satisfy the subject specialist educators and the public. In the 
meantime, when literature about to the subject area is examined (Bulut, Altaş ve Bulut, 2013; Doğan ve Kılınç, 
2013; Ekiz, Altun ve Siyambaş,2013; Peker Ünal, 2013), similar results can be observed. In other words, the studies 
in the literature indicate the problems related to heavy load of 1st grade teachers, lack of necessary infrastructure to 
implement the new system, teacher employment, politicization of education, starting of 66 month old children and 
the fact that class teachers are not trained in order to teach young children. When participant teachers’ opinions 
related to the subject are concerned, it can be seen that teachers state the increase in their weekly class hours, taking 
the parent’s opinion about students’ passing the class into consideration, putting the implementation into action 
without adequate planning and preparing the necessary physical conditions and granting the class teachers the right 
to be a subject teacher as the negative sides of 12 year compulsory education (Table 2).  It is viewed that participant 
civil servants state the requirement of labor force, vainly investment of the government and nonexistence of a rule or 
view as everyone must go to school, students who are in different ages are educated in the same classrooms, it gives 
a way for open high schools, lack of confidence in people and   in the society caused by the constant change in the 
system, it is better to revise the current education system rather than change the whole system, education system has 
constantly been changed through trial and error method., as the infrastructure of the new implementation is not 
ready and adequate, parents and students have not understood the implementation precisely as the negative sides of 
12 year compulsory education (see Table 2). Furthermore, it is seen that the findings of Karadeniz’s (2012) study 
have similar findings. In other words, when the findings of Karadeniz’s (2012) study is concerned , it is seen that 
there is an opinion that the new system gives a way for open high schools and this idea is emphasized.  When Table 
2 is analyzed, on the other hand, it is seen that that the participant workers point out the fact that putting the 
implementation about the new system into action, without informing the public, the inappropriateness of starting 
schooling at early ages, a decrease in the quality of education, alienation of children from the school, as children do 
not have to attend classes after the 4th year, the fact that children - particularly girls - will drop the schools and get 
married and lack of  spare labor force as the negative sides of 12 years compulsory education. In this framework, it 
can be said that there is a similarity between the findings of the present study and the findings of Memişoğlu and 
İsmetoğlu’s (2013) study. Accordingly, it is seen that while the participants of Memişoğlu and İsmetoğlu’s (2013) 
study evaluated the implementation of the new system (i.e. 4+4+4) as negative, they stated that it is accurate to 
educate people according to their different interests. Also they pointed out that framing 4+4+4 implementation with 
only religious vocational high schools casts a shadow upon the understanding of the objectivity of education as a 
concept.  
 
Table3. The opinions of participants about the implementation of 12 years (4+4+4) compulsory education  
Parents’ 
Professions 
Opinions 
 
Academicians 
 
• The necessary preliminary preparations have not been performed and the opinions 
of subject specialists have not been taken into consideration. 
• Piloting of the new system has not been performed to observe its possible effects. 
• It is a disaster. 
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• It was done in a hurry; the public could not be convinced. 
• The process of preparing a new program, putting it into action, and describing it 
to the people could not be administered well. 
 
 
Primary School 
Teachers 
• A pilot study was not performed. 
• Opinions of educational subject-specialists were not consulted.  
• The elective courses did not meet the students’ wishes and interests.  
• Uncertainty in the implementation.  
• Lack of in-service training programs related to the new implementation of the 
new system.  
• Implementation of the new system disregarding facts of the country 
 
 
Civil Servants 
• Putting into practice the new system without having the necessary infrastructure. 
• There is a perception that every school in the society becomes a religious 
vocational school’ occurred in the society.  
• There is no positive contribution of this implementation to our education system. 
 
 
 
 
Workers 
• The implementation was put into practice too early without having the necessary 
infrastructure. 
• The timing of the implementation was wrong.  
• It is an imposed implementation.  
• Children are served as guinea pigs.  
• The implementation was put into action without informing people adequately. 
 
The findings related to the opinions of participants about the way the new education system was put into action are 
presented in Table 3. When the findings related to the opinions of participant academicians concerning the way the 
new education system was put into action are analyzed it is seen that the academicians emphasized the followings: 
the necessary preliminary preparations have not been performed and the opinions of subject specialists have not 
been taken into consideration, piloting of the new system has not been performed to observe its possible effects, it is 
a disaster and was done in a hurry, the public could not be convinced and the process of preparing a new program, 
putting it into action, and describing it to the people could not be administered well  (see Table 3). When Table 3 is 
analyzed in terms of the opinions of participant teachers concerning the way the new education system was put into 
action, it is seen that teachers indicated that their opinions were about the fact that a pilot study was not performed, 
the opinions of educational subject-specialists were not consulted, the elective courses did not meet the students’ 
wishes and interests, uncertainty in the implementation, lack of in-service training programs related to the new 
implementation of the new system and implementation of the new system disregarding facts of the country.  On the 
other hand, as for the participant civil servants (see Table 3), it can be noticed they state that 12 years compulsory 
education was put into practice without having the necessary infrastructure, there is a perception that every school in 
the society becomes a religious vocational school’ occurred in the society and there is no positive contribution of 
this implementation to our education system. It can also be seen that participant workers stated their opinions about 
the way the new education system was put into action, as; the early implementation of the implementation without 
having the necessary infrastructure, the timing of the implementation was wrong, it is an imposed implementation, 
children are served as guinea pigs, the implementation was put into action without informing people adequately 
(Table 3).  
 
When the findings of the literature are examined, it can be said that there is a similarity between the literature and 
the present study.  In this regard, as the findings of her study Karadeniz (2012) considered and emphasized the 
problems of the new education system as; without performing any feasibility study about the infrastructure of the 
system, imposing of the new system and without performing the piloting of the new system as the problems of it.   
 
Besides, it can be said that the opinions of two participants below summarize and support the findings specified 
above: 
“I do not approve the way the new system was implemented as it does not take into consideration the 
scientific data. Also it disregards facts of the country and put into implementation without need analysis.” 
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“The application was implemented in such a short time without taking into account its philosophical, 
scientific and social dimensions and without having scientific data obtained as a result of an effective and 
comprehensive program evaluation process. Therefore, it seems to me that the new system is based on presumptions 
and assumptions instead of scientific data”. 
 
Conclusion and Recommendations 
When participants opinions concerning the positive sides of 12 years compulsory education (4+4+4) are analyzed, 
their opinions can be summarized that through new system primary school and secondary school students will be 
educated in different buildings, there is an increase in the importance of vocational education, there are  positive 
effects of dividing education period into shorter periods on students’ motivation and the students will start learning a 
foreign language at early stages of their education.  
 
When participants opinions views concerning the negative sides of 12 years compulsory education (4+4+4) are 
examined, it is seen that the participants agreed on lack of teachers in terms of their skills for primary classes, the 
intensive psychological effects of on students as they start education at early ages when their physical and 
psychological developments are concerned, there is an increase in the number of weekly class hours of teachers, 
taking the parent’s opinion about students’ passing the class into consideration , put the implementation into action  
without adequate planning and preparing the necessary physical conditions, children -particularly girls- will drop the 
schools and get married as children do not have to attend classes after the 4th year, changing the education system 
constantly through trial and error method, negative effect of implementation without a good planning and 
preparation on the quality of teaching and learning process.  
 
Participants’ opinions about the way it was put into practice generally the participants stated that the new education 
system was put into action in a hurry, the public could not be convinced, Piloting of the new system has not been 
performed to observe its possible effects, The process of preparing a new program, putting it into action, and 
describing it to the people could not be administered well and opinions of educational subject-specialists were not 
consulted.  In this sense, Peker Ünal (2013) states that the success of any education reform in a country is closely 
related to various factors and mainly teachers’ correct understanding and implementation of the content of the 
reform, informing and having opportunities and means to provide their involvement in the decision-making process 
about the reform. In the light of these results, it could be more appropriate to share the education policies that 
concern the future of the society with public, discuss them, and start a pilot study in accordance with the data 
obtained based scientific studies; having seeing the results of the pilot studies, it would be more applicable to realize 
the implementation in the light of these findings and constantly make the necessary revisions, corrections throughout 
the implementation  in line with needs and requirements.  
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